
Mammal 

White-Tailed Deer 

Winter: They move into groups in evergreen forests where the snow isn’t 

as deep.  

Spring: They move out of their winter groups and begin shedding their 

thicker winter coat and grow their thinner summer coat.  Young (fawns) 

are born in late spring.  

Summer: Males live alone and females 

travel with their young.  They eat plants 

to gain weight for the winter.  

Fall: They begin shedding their thin  

summer coat and begin growing their 

thick winter coat.   

Reptile 

Western Hognose Snake 

Winter: They stay in hibernation.   

Spring: They emerge from their hibernation site and travel to their  

summer habitat and lay eggs.  The young hatch in the spring. 

Summer: They spend the summer  slither-
ing on the ground searching for prey.  When 
not searching for prey they hide in small 

mammal burrows.   

Fall: They slither to hibernation sites in old  

mammal burrows deep underground where 
the ground doesn’t freeze.   

 



Amphibian 

Tiger Salamander 

Winter: They burrow deep underground, where the ground doesn’t 

freeze.  They cover themselves with mucus (slime) to keep their skin wet.   

Spring: They wake up from hibernation and walk to the pond where they 

were born to lay eggs. They then walk into the forest for summer.  The 

young hatch during the spring.    

Summer: They live in damp soil 

under logs, coming out at night to 

walk around and hunt for insects.  

Fall: They walk to their  

hibernation site.  

 

Bird 

American Kestrel 

Winter: Males and females live in separate habitats.  Females live and 

hunt in open fields while males live and hunt in a forest habitat.  

Spring: They fly north to Minnesota to summer nesting grounds and build 

a nest in a tree cavity (hole).  Chicks hatch in spring.    

Summer: They live in or near open fields,  

hunting small rodents.  

Fall: They fly south to the Southern United States 

to their winter feeding grounds. 

 

 



Fish 

Walleye 

Winter: They prey on smaller fish throughout the winter in deep water.  

Spring: They swim out of deep water and into shallow water to lay eggs 

(spawn), sometimes under the ice.  

Summer: They swim in all parts of the lake searching for food.  They are 

often found hiding near plants where they can hide to attack prey.  

Fall: They are found swimming in 

shallow water near shore where the 

water is warmer.  

 

Insect 

Luna Moth 

Winter: Pupae luna moths spend the winter nestled in cocoons.  

Spring: They exit from cocoons into their adult form and fly to find a 

place to and lay eggs.  Adults die soon after laying eggs.  

Summer: The caterpillars spend time munching leaves. 

Fall: The caterpillars prepare to become a 

pupae and build their cocoon.  They will stay 

sleeping until spring.  

 


